CHAPTER XIV

PERIOD 1845-50. LORD HARDINGE AND , MARQUIS OF
DALHOUSIE AS GOVERNOR-GENERAL. THE NIZAM'S RE-
LUCTANCE TO APPOINT A NEW MINISTER WITH FULL
POWERS. CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY- CONSTANT
CHANGE OF MINISTERS. INCREASING DEBT. LORD
DALHOUSIE'S RESOLVE AND ULTIMATUM. RESIGNATION

OF GENERAL FRASER.

GENERAL ERASER'S idea had been that the
removal of the Maharajah Chandoo Lai from
power must result in an improvement of the
administration, on the principle perhaps of any change
being a change for the better. Matters indeed could
not well be worse. The difficulty which the late
Minister had found in raising money to meet the cost
of the Contingent, added to the corrupt system of
internal administration, led to constant abuses and
oppression. As usual in India, the people bore this in
silence. Not so, however, some of the larger land-
holders. Many of these, harassed on the one hand by
continual demands for money, and seeing the relaxation of
authority and the disregard of their own grievances,
took the law into their own hands and revenged them-
selves for their own losses by depredations, not only
upon their own ryots, but upon their neighbours, who,
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